
CA Plex Product Roadmap

Plex Track

Simon Cockayne



This presentation was based on current information and resource allocations as of April 2013 and is subject to change or 

withdrawal by CA at any time without notice. Notwithstanding anything in this presentation to the contrary, this presentation

shall not serve to (i) affect the rights and/or obligations of CA or its licensees under any existing or future written license 

agreement or services agreement relating to any CA software product; or (ii) amend any product documentation or 

specifications for any CA software product. The development, release and timing of any features or functionality described 

in this presentation remain at CA’s sole discretion. Notwithstanding anything in this presentation to the contrary, upon the 

general availability of any future CA product release referenced in this presentation, CA will make such release available (i) 

for sale to new licensees of such product; and (ii) to existing licensees of such product on a when and if-available basis as part of 

CA maintenance and support, and in the form of a regularly scheduled major product release. Such releases may be made 

available to current licensees of such product who are current subscribers to CA maintenance and support on a when and 

if-available basis. In the event of a conflict between the terms of this paragraph and any other information contained in this 

presentation, the terms of this paragraph shall govern.

Certain information in this presentation may outline CA’s general product direction.  All information in this presentation is for 

your informational purposes only and may not be incorporated into any contract. CA assumes no responsibility for the accuracy

or completeness of the information. To the extent permitted by applicable law, CA provides this presentation “as is” without 

warranty of any kind, including without limitation, any implied warranties or merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, or 

non-infringement. In no event will CA be liable for any loss or damage, direct or indirect, from the use of this document, 

including, without limitation, lost profits, lost investment, business interruption, goodwill, or lost data, even if CA is expressly 

advised in advance of the possibility of such damages. CA confidential and proprietary. No unauthorized copying or distribution 

permitted.

FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY 

Terms of this presentation



3 Copyright © 2013 CA. All rights reserved.

Simon Cockayne

CA Technologies.

Sr Principal Product Manager. Product Owner CA 2E/CA Plex

This session will discuss the CA Plex Product Roadmap. We’ll 

review and explain our four point strategy that underpins the 

roadmap; look back at the successful release of CA Plex r7.0 in 

2012, review the progress of CA Plex r7.1, which is already well 

underway and has a tentative release date of 2014, and look 

down the road at future plans.
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What is a roadmap? 



We’re moving at the speed of trust.
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Features and dates

are subject to change.
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We’re moving at the speed of trust.

We’re moving at the 

speed of trust.

Features and dates

are subject to change.



our four point strategy

 Exploit emerging 
technologies & 
application 
frameworks

 Certification on new 
platforms   

 Customer 
collaboration

 Shorter release 
cycles

 Improved 
quality

 Reliability & stability

 Predictability

 Backward 
compatibility

 Interact with 
customer base to 
determine new 
features and 
enhancements

Investment 
Protection

Agile 
development

Extend reach
Customer-

driven 
enhancements
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a view of past releases
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CA Plex r6.0

(Q1 2007)

• .NET server generator 
and runtime

• ANT & MSBuild support

• Code Library support (C#, 
Java)

• IBM i long password 
support

• Variable mapping 
support for API Call and 
Message statements

CA Plex r6.1

(Q4 2008)

• Service Connector 
Generation (.NET WCF)

• Group model update 
history

• IPv6 support

• WinC/WinNTC runtime 
backwards compatibility

• Tool and runtime 
“Windows Vista” support

• PlexAPI SafeArray
support & object browser 
macros

CA Plex r7.0

(Q2 2012)

• IBM i UNICODE Support

• Packager Tool

• Web service import (C#)

• WCF Proxy

• ACTIVE library ProtoView
JavaBean replacement

• .NET client generator and 
runtime

• 530+ fixes 
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CY2013 CY2014

planned releases and new functionality
CA Plex base product

1

0

• Tool Enhancements

• Local model configuration profiles

• Runtime Enhancements

• IBM i Kerberos (SSO) support

• WCF Proxy Windows Azure hosting

• WinC Testing Tool Support

• New PlexAPI Methods

• EnumObjectTypes

• ExportActionDiagrams

• WinC / WinNTC Dynamic Link Library 

Version Marking

• Enhanced Keycode support for GUI 

Panels

• Java Spawn Process Runtime API

• Tool Enhancements

• Object Browser (Filter history, configurable 
object load limits)

• Model Editor (Enhanced keyboard shortcuts 
for navigation, continuation triple editing)

• Message Log (Navigate message details, 
more export options)

• Code Library Wizard and Packager Tool 
enhancements

• Runtime Enhancements

• Enhanced state sensitivity for properties (e.g. 
flyover hint-text and tab stop)

• Save Window Placement enhancements 
(new APIs)

• Web Service Import Support for Java and 
RPGIV

• RPGIV Varchar support
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planned releases and new functionality
CA Plex option for enterprise .NET

1

1

CY2013 CY2014
• ActiveX control hosting

• ClickOnce deployment support

• Enhanced localization support

• C# Client testing tool support

• Enhanced C# build options

• splash screen support

• Enhanced native control support 

• HTML Browser 

• Slider control 

• XAML Browser Application (XBAP) 
generation and runtime

• WinRT (Metro) app generation, runtime and 
packaging

• .NET component import



“The best laid schemes o' Mice an' Men, 
Gang aft agley, ”

Robert Burns , 1785



—Plex team move to Agile development

—Simon became Product Owner.

—Turning quality up to 11 

—No known bugs for GA release.

—QA Automation (going slower…to go faster)

—Customer collaboration

—Agile Delivery

What changed?
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Where are we now?
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CA Plex r7.1 Sprint 1-6 CY2014

planned releases and new functionality
CA Plex base product

1
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• Tool Enhancements

• Local model configuration profiles

• Runtime Enhancements

• IBM i Kerberos (SSO) support

• WCF Proxy Windows Azure hosting

• WinC Testing Tool Support

• New PlexAPI Methods

• EnumObjectTypes

• ExportActionDiagrams

• WinC / WinNTC Dynamic Link Library 

Version Marking

• Enhanced Keycode support for GUI 

Panels

• Java Spawn Process Runtime API

• Tool Enhancements

• Object Browser (Filter history, configurable 
object load limits)

• Model Editor (Enhanced keyboard shortcuts 
for navigation, continuation triple editing)

• Message Log (Navigate message details, 
more export options)

• Code Library Wizard and Packager Tool 
enhancements

• Runtime Enhancements

• Enhanced state sensitivity for properties (e.g. 
flyover hint-text and tab stop)

• Save Window Placement enhancements 
(new APIs)

• Web Service Import Support for Java and 
RPGIV

• RPGIV Varchar support

We’re moving at the speed of trust.
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planned releases and new functionality
CA Plex option for enterprise .NET

1
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CA Plex r7.1 Sprint 1-6 CY2014

• ActiveX control hosting

• ClickOnce deployment support

• Enhanced localization support

• C# Client testing tool support

• Enhanced C# build options

• splash screen support

• Enhanced native control support 

• HTML Browser 

• Slider control 

• XAML Browser Application (XBAP) 
generation and runtime

• WinRT (Metro) app generation, runtime and 
packaging

• .NET component import

We’re moving at the speed of trust.



 Agile Development 

 Waterfall Delivery 

 Agile Delivery 

Agile Delivery



Where do we want to go?
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r6.1 (Mature) Q4 2008

r7.0 (Mature)

r7.1  (Mature) …

r7.2 Sprint 3 (Active)

r7.2 Sprint 7 (Active)

r7.2 Sprint 9 (Active)

r7.2 (Mature) …

r7.3 Sprint 4 (Active)

r7.3 Sprint 9 (Active)

r7.3 (Mature) …We’re moving at the 
speed of trust.



 Agile collaboration (sprint reviews / validation)

 Idea wall

 Conferences

– Backlog grooming sessions

– Conversations

 CA Plex/CA 2E Global User Community

– Message boards

– Webcasts

 Customer site visits 

Agile Collaboration determines future content



Want to see the Product Backlog?



 We are moving at the speed of trust.

 Features and dates are subject to change.

 We are “all in” with Agile collaboration

Summary



Q&A

We’re moving at the 

speed of trust.


