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Introduction 

This documents will you guide to integrate Release Automation with Team Foundation Server 2015. 

We have used CA Release Automation Plugin Version 1.1.0  

 

Reference 

Please find more information about the CA Release Automation Plug-In HERE 

If you are using CA Release Automation Plugin Version 1.0.1, Please refer the document HERE  

Assumption 

It is assumed that you have set up the below prerequisites 

1) TFS 2015 Server (Update 2.1 and higher ) is Installed 

2) All the required PORTs for TFS / VSTS is open  

3) Build Agent is Installed and Configured 

4) Build Definition is created 

5) Required Software is already installed 

6) Release Automation (Version 6.1 and above ) is installed 

7) Processes are already created 

 

TFS Plugin Download 

Download the CA- RA - TFS Plugin from Microsoft Market Place Link 

 

 

Download “CATechnologiesRA.RA-1.1.0.vsxi” file  

https://docops.ca.com/ca-release-automation/integrations/en/plug-ins/microsoft-team-foundation-server-2015-plug-in
https://communities.ca.com/docs/DOC-231171719
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=CATechnologiesRA.RA
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TFS Plugin Installation 

Go to server path  

For example, http://TFS-server:8080/tfs/_gallery/manage 

Example: 

 

 

Select and choose the “CATechnologiesRA.RA-1.1.0.vsxi” file and select 

“Upload”  

 

NOTE: If you have already uploaded the older version, you can update the older version  

Right Click on the Older Version and Select Update  
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Navigate to TFS SERVER admin page 

Example1: TFS SERVER   [TFSSERVER:PORT/Collection/project/_admin] 

 

Example2: VSTS Server 

 

 

Go to the Services tab and select  to add CA Release Automation server 

details 

 

 

 

http://narm13:8080/tfs/Collection1/DevOpsProject1/_admin


 Release Automation integration with TFS 2015 – Part2 

 

Copyright © 2016 CA. All rights reserved.  6 

Enter the below information  

Connection Name:   Desired Name for the connection [Example: RA] 

Server URL:   Release Automation Server URL 

User Name:    Release Automation Admin User 

Password:   Automation Admin Password 

 

 

Click on “OK” to complete the configuration 
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Adding the Release Automation Deployment Step in the Build Definition  

Navigate to Project Collection Page to Create the Build Definition of the project 

Example: Editing the SampleAppDefinition (Name of the Build Definition)  

Select “Add build Step“ 
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GO to “Deploy” and Select “CA Release Automation” and Add 
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Option 1: Run Existing Deployment Plan 

Enter the Below Details: 

RA Server:    Choose the RA plugin connection from the dropdown. 

Strategy:   Choose “Run existing Deployment Plan” from the dropdown. 

Application Name:  Enter the existing Application from RA Server 

Project Name:  Enter the existing Project which the deployment plan should relate to in 

RA Server 

Build Number: The Deployment plan build number as you defined when creating the 

deployment plan, not TFS build number.  

Deployment Name:  The name of the new created deployment. You may use TFS variables in 

all of these fields 

Deployment Description:  Enter the Deployment Description  

Deployment Stage:  Enter Deployment Stage you wish to execute. All the preceding stages 

will be executed.  

Environment:   The name of the existing environment to be deployed  

Note1:  You may use TFS variables in all of these fields 

Sample:

 

Note1: Deployment Plan “HelloWorldTFSProject-Deployment_6” should already exist on Release 

Automation server as we are running an Existing Deployment Plan 

https://www.visualstudio.com/docs/build/define/variables
https://www.visualstudio.com/docs/build/define/variables
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Queue the Build in TFS and Deployment will be started on the Release Automation Server when it 

reaches the Deployment step in the Build Definition  

 

 

You can notice the Deployment is started on Release Automation Server 

 

 

Deployment Step is complete 
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Editing the Build Definition after upgrading the Plug-in  

Go to the Build Definition and go to the CA Release Automation Step and Select   Refresh button  

 
 
Add the RA server details from the dropdown and Save the Build Definition 
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Option 2: Create new Deployment Plan 

Enter the Below Details: 

RA Server:    Choose the RA plugin connection from the dropdown. 

Strategy:   Choose “Run Deployment Plan from Scratch” from the dropdown.  

Application Name:  Enter the existing Application from RA Server. 

Project Name:  Enter the existing Project which the deployment plan should relate from 

RA Server 

Template Category:  The Existing Template name you have created in RA Server. 

Deployment Template:  The existing Deployment Template name you have created in RA Server.  

Deployment Plan Name: The name of the new created Deployment Template name you have 

created in Release Automation  

Build Number: Enter deployment plan build number. Use $(Build.BuildNumber) for TFS 

build number.  

Deployment Name:   Enter the name of the newly created deployment.  

Use deployment_$(Build.BuildNumber). 

Deployment Stage:  The deployment stage you wish to execute. All The preceding stages will be 

executed. 

Environment:   Enter the existing RA Environment to be deployed. 

Timeout:  Maximum time to wait for RA Server to finish the deployment, default is 

0 - meaning no timeout. 

Note1:  You may use TFS variables in all of these fields 

 

You may also add these optional advanced fields in Create new Deployment Plan mode: 

Artifact Package:  Add an artifact package to the new Deployment Plan. You can use an 
existing package or an XML which will create a new one. 

Manifest:  Add a XML Manifest to supply values for Release Automation Release 
Parameters. 

Properties:  Add a pairs of key-value to supply values to Release Automation 
Template Properties. 

 

https://www.visualstudio.com/docs/build/define/variables
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When you run the build, when it reaches the Deployment Step, deployment will start 
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Deployment is completed 

 


